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“Genuine Repentance”      Text – LD 33 and 2 Chron 34      NT Reading – Colossians 3:5-14 


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
It has been said before that “sorry seems to be the hardest word.”  

And yet, I think you will also agree with me, that, in some respects, ‘sorry’ can come to easily for some.  
Children, when confronted with wrong-doing will readily say, ‘Sorry,’ while their tone of voice and body language clearly indicate that any relationship between the word they have just uttered and genuine sorrow is non-existent.  
And in this, adults are not much different.  A husband may say, “Sorry,” to his wife in order to pacify her rather than as an indication of his awareness that he has caused her hurt or a desire to change.  

And we all know that when we have been hurt, a genuine apology is what we desire the most.  

And so, as an aside then, let me encourage husbands and wives, children, workers and bosses, and friends  to train yourself to say, “I apologize, will you forgive me?”, rather than “I’m sorry.”  
You see, “I’m sorry” can so easily become a throw away line.  But even if sincerely meant it only reveals your attitude.  
But when you say, “I apologize.  Will you forgive me?”, you take your sorrow for your actions and hand them over to the person you have hurt, in the hope that they will respond by taking their forgiveness and giving it to you.  
And this is a much more genuine, thorough, and considerate way of repenting toward one other.

Well, genuine repentance is very much the subject before us today.  
In Lord’s Day 33 we have read a definition of genuine repentance or conversion as “the dying away of the old self and the coming to life of the new.”
Just as we might convert a left hand drive car to right hand drive or a flower garden into a vegetable garden, conversion and repentance are a change from old to new, or death to life.  

Now, the first thing to note is that the word ‘conversion’ has in view that one off, initial moment, when a sinner is brought into fellowship with Jesus Christ.  
For some people, this is a dramatic moment that they can point to in terms of a time and place.  
For others, it may be something that took place in the womb.  
Nevertheless, for each believer, there was a moment when genuine faith and repentance meant that conversion took place.  
2 Cor 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, He is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  

Repentance, on the other hand, while it is a part of genuine conversion, is also something that needs to be a daily part of the believer’s life.  
Because sin ever clings to us this side of heaven, we have daily need of repentance before the Lord.

And so, this dying away of the old self and the coming to life of the new is what is explored in Q/A 89-90.  
The dying away of the old self is a genuine sorrow for sin, hating it more and more, and running away from it, and the coming to life of the new self is joy in God through Christ, and a delight in doing the good God desires.  
And finally, because we are so prone to sin and misunderstanding, we are provided with a definition of the good that God desires us to do in Q/A 91.

Well, to help us understand how this works and seek application for our own lives let’s turn together to 2 Chronicles 34 for a biblical demonstration of genuine repentance.

(Read this before reading 2 Chron 34) Now, in terms of the history of Israel, we are in the last part of the 7th century BC.  In fact, soon after his death in 609 BC, Nebuchadnezzar would come from Babylon for the first of his three raids on Jerusalem that eventually left the temple and the city destroyed and the people of Israel in exile.  What we are going to do is read through this chapter section by section and comment on it in terms of genuine repentance.

Let’s read then the first two verses.  
Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years.  2 He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left. 

What we have in these verses is the Chronicler’s divinely inspired assessment of the life of Josiah.  And if you have ever read through the books of the Kings or Chronicles, you will know that every new king has an introduction like this.  
We are immediately told whether they “did right in the eyes of the Lord,” or, as you see above in 33:21 of Amon, whether they “did evil in the eyes of the Lord.”  
Now, most of the kings were either all good or all bad their whole lives.  But there are some, like Manasseh, who started out bad but ended up good, and Amaziah, who started out good but turned bad. 
And so, again , we see that conversion happens at different times in people’s lives.   

Let’s continue on then from verse 3-7:
3 In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his father David. In his twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places, Asherah poles, carved idols and cast images.  4 Under his direction the altars of the Baals were torn down; he cut to pieces the incense altars that were above them, and smashed the Asherah poles, the idols and the images. These he broke to pieces and scattered over the graves of those who had sacrificed to them.  5 He burned the bones of the priests on their altars, and so he purged Judah and Jerusalem.  6 In the towns of Manasseh, Ephraim and Simeon, as far as Naphtali, and in the ruins around them,  7 he tore down the altars and the Asherah poles and crushed the idols to powder and cut to pieces all the incense altars throughout Israel. Then he went back to Jerusalem.  

Here in these verses we have evidence of the fact that Josiah, even at this young age, was one who believed in the God of Israel.  
Now, boys and girls, you might look at verse 3 where it says “while he was still young he began to seek the God of his father David,” and be thinking that this does not mean he had found the Lord, but that he had begun a type of spiritual journey to see whether or not He can find God.  
But the Hebrew word for “seek” here is also used in Ezra 7:10 and helps us to see that this is more than just a spiritual journey.  
There we read, “For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD (same word).”  

Thus, Josiah is not searching for God, but serving Him by obeying Him.  
His obedience is seen in his hatred of idolatry as he smashed Baals and the Asherah poles and burned the bones of the false priests of these idols.  

And so, let me ask you boys and girls, and young people, are you seeking the Lord?  
Do you desire to obey Him?  
Or, are you using your age as an excused to delay obeying Him?  
God calls you, young or old, to walk before Him in love and obedience.  Are you doing this?    

Well, let’s continue on then from verses 8-13: 
8 In the eighteenth year of Josiah's reign, to purify the land and the temple, he sent Shaphan son of Azaliah and Maaseiah the ruler of the city, with Joah son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the temple of the LORD his God.  9 They went to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money that had been brought into the temple of God, which the Levites who were the doorkeepers had collected from the people of Manasseh, Ephraim and the entire remnant of Israel and from all the people of Judah and Benjamin and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  10 Then they entrusted it to the men appointed to supervise the work on the LORD's temple. These men paid the workers who repaired and restored the temple.  11 They also gave money to the carpenters and builders to purchase dressed stone, and timber for joists and beams for the buildings that the kings of Judah had allowed to fall into ruin.  12 The men did the work faithfully. Over them to direct them were Jahath and Obadiah, Levites descended from Merari, and Zechariah and Meshullam, descended from Kohath. The Levites-- all who were skilled in playing musical instruments--  13 had charge of the laborers and supervised all the workers from job to job. Some of the Levites were secretaries, scribes and doorkeepers.  

In the last section, you might say we saw evidence of Josiah’s “dying away of the old self.”  Knowing the evil of idolatry and hating the sin related to it, he did all he could to deal with it and remove it and allow himself and the people of Israel to flee from it.  

But here in verses 8-13 we see evidence of Josiah’s “coming to life of the new self.”  
Josiah’s love for the Lord is seen in that he sends Shaphan to rebuild the temple.  
You see, the Temple had been filled with idols by Manasseh and obviously damaged when the Assyrians invaded Jerusalem as the Lord’s punishment on Manasseh.  And so, Josiah gives the money collected from the people for the Temple to Hilkiah, the priest, who gets the right tradesman to do the work.  

And Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, one of the best ways to deal with sin in your life is to focus your energy on doing that which is good.  
If you are struggling with lying, or stealing, or immorality, or bad language, or disobedience, or anger, or laziness, beg the Lord to help you seek after the truth, and that which is pure and lovely, and gentleness, and self-control, and patience.  
He wants you to grow in these things.  So ask Him for His help.  
And if there are things in your life that are encouraging you to sin like friends who are a bad influence, music or books or magazines, a television or internet connection, you must deal with them.  Switch it off.  Unplug it.  Throw it out.  Do whatever it takes to be rid of entanglement.  
This is all part of the dying away of the old self.  
But don’t stop there.  Find good friends.  Develop better relationships.  Learn to read the Bible and pray with your friends.  Get better books.  Seek service opportunities.  Practice biting your tongue instead of spitting out foolishness or angry words, read the Faith in Focus articles on good conversation, and do it.  
Put to death the old by putting on the new.
Let’s return then to verses 14-18:
14 While they were bringing out the money that had been taken into the temple of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD that had been given through Moses.  15 Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, "I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the LORD." He gave it to Shaphan.  16 Then Shaphan took the book to the king and reported to him: "Your officials are doing everything that has been committed to them.  17 They have paid out the money that was in the temple of the LORD and have entrusted it to the supervisors and workers."  18 Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book." And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king.  

Now, it’s hard for us to know exactly what book Shaphan found.  Here it is called “the Book of the Law,” and in verse 30 it is called the “Book of the Covenant.”  
At the very least the Book of Deuteronomy is in view because it calls itself the Covenant in 29:1, but it may very well be the whole of the first 5 books of the OT.  

The things that the king hears though are the law demanding each king to write a copy of the law for himself when he becomes king in Deut 17, the law demanding all Israel to appear before the Lord every 7 years to hear the law read to them in Deut 31, the 10 commandments of Deut 5, and the covenant curses for disobedience of Deut 27 and 28.  
Do you see why we take the time to consider a portion of God’s law every Sunday in our morning worship services?  
The law is given as a revealer of sin.  
The law is given to remind us that salvation can not be found in obedience.  
The law is given to drive us to Jesus Christ and the gospel.

Well, let’s see the effect that the law had on Josiah.  Verse 20 says:
19 When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his robes.  

Now, perhaps you have heard of this OT practice of tearing your robes before.  In the Bible it is found as early as the story of Joseph.  
At times, it seems to be an automatic response to particularly bad news.  
God Himself even says frequently in the prophets that He despises the robe tearing that went on because it was just an outward show that was meaningless.  
In Joel 2:12, God said, “Tear your heart and not your garments.”  
In terms of genuine repentance then, what the Lord seeks is not an outward tearing of the robe, but an inward tearing of the heart that is grieved by sin.  

Well, how are we to understand Josiah’s robe tearing?  
Was it a show or an external manifestation of an internal reality?  

Well, in the next section of verses, from 20-28, Josiah sends Hilkiah and some officials to Huldah the Prophetess with the Book of the Law.  And she reveals to them that God is to bring sure and swift punishment on the people pf Israel because they have abandoned Him for false gods.  
And then in verse 27, God’s Word, through the prophetess, says to Josiah, “Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before God when you heard what He spoke against this place and its people, and because you humbled yourself before me and tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the Lord ... Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am going to bring on this place and on those who live here.”  
Brothers and Sisters, Josiah’s repentance was a genuine repentance.  Having heard the law, he knew his guilt and the guilt of Israel.  
In Deuteronomy, God had said if you reject me for idols and if you abandon my worship, I will abandon you to destruction and exile.  
And so, having heard God’s law, he knew that certain and imminent destruction awaited them because God is faithful to His Word.  

And the king’s genuine repentance is then matched by the people’s genuine repentance as we see in verses 29-33:
29 Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.  30 He went up to the temple of the LORD with the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites-- all the people from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the LORD.  31 The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the LORD-- to follow the LORD and keep his commands, regulations and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book.  32 Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves to it; the people of Jerusalem did this in accordance with the covenant of God, the God of their fathers.  33 Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all the territory belonging to the Israelites, and he had all who were present in Israel serve the LORD their God. As long as he lived, they did not fail to follow the LORD, the God of their fathers.

Now, there are a few simple lessons that we can learn from Josiah and Israel’s repentance in these verses.  
Firstly, it arose out of true faith; they sincerely sought to live what they believed. 
Secondly, it most certainly conformed to God’s law; it was God’s law that generated the repentance.  Thirdly, it was done for the glory of God; the God of their fathers.  
Fourthly, the fruit of their repentance did not arise out of what Josiah thought would be good, or what the priest decided would be appropriate.  It was not based on what any human though was right or on established human tradition, but on what they found revealed in the law of God.  

And yet, despite all of this genuine repentance, in just 13 years, Judah would be invaded, destroyed, and the people would be exiled to Babylon.  
Look over the page at 35:22.  
King Neco of Egypt had been told by God to go and help the Assyrians fight against the Babylonians.  Josiah decided to involve himself in this and was told by Neco not to interfere with God’s command.  And we read, “He would not listen to what Neco had said at God’s command but went to fight him.”  And there, as we read on, Josiah dies as a result of the battle.  So soon after this genuine repentance, the Lord’s command does not matter so much even to Josiah.

And look to at 36:5.  Just three moths after Josiah’s death, Jehoiakim becomes king and what does it say about him?  “He did evil in the eyes of the Lord.”







Brothers and Sisters, even the zeal and genuine repentance of Josiah could not bring the lasting grace of God to His people.  
Why?  Why is this so?
It is because the covenant in which they lived with the Lord was the old covenant.  
In itself it could never bring the lasting grace of God to His people.  
It was a temporary covenant that existed in order to usher in the new covenant; the covenant in which you, as the Lord’s people live with Him today!  

As an old covenant king, Josiah could not find grace for the people of God.  
But as the new covenant King, Jesus has found eternal grace for the people of God!
His obedience, His blood, and His sacrifice have combined to secure the possibility of lasting grace for all those who bow before Him in genuine repentance.

Because of his sin, Josiah humbled himself, tore his robes, and wept.
Have you wept over your sin?  Have you?  Have you considered the dark and filthy stain of sin that took Jesus Christ to the cross to hang there and die as the forsaken one?

If not, then the law will only ever be for you a revealer of sin and the standard by which you are condemned to an eternity in the fires of Hell.

But if you have, then this same law becomes for you a rule for grateful, thankful, and joyful obedience!  

Jesus has heard your repentance and you will live with Him, eternally, in heaven. 

Amen.

